
  COUNCIL NOTES 

 
DATE:  January 20, 2012  
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM:  Katie Lichtig 
 
 
Meadow Park ADA Access & Play Equipment Replacement:  Public Works recently 
completed a project to replace old playground equipment and improve access at Meadow 
Park. Eighteen-year old swings and play structures were replaced in both the upper and 
lower play areas. The wooden posts supporting 
the swing sets were removed years ago due to 
deterioration, and the remaining equipment and 
surfacing was outdated and noncompliant by 
today’s State playground safety standards. The 
newly installed equipment deviates from 
traditional playground structures and utilizes a 
more innovative approach. This assembly is 
unstructured and more physically and mentally 
challenging, enabling the children to think 
critically and decipher how to use and play with 
the equipment correctly. 
 
During the design phase of this project, the Parks and Recreation and Public Works’ staff 
developed several layouts for equipment at Meadow Park ranging from the traditional post 
and deck structures to the new unstructured style concept. Neighborhood playground 
users and their parents unanimously selected the new unstructured equipment hoping to 

bring something new and challenging to their 
neighborhood park.  
 
In addition to the new play equipment, this project also 
replaced the safety surfacing, installed a new drainage 
system for the play area pits, replaced non-compliant 
guardrails and replaced a steep section of walkway with 
a new accessible path; and a set of steps to provide 
access to the restroom and playground. 

           
 
La Loma Adobe Stabilization :  The La Loma de Napolera Adobe, located at 1590 Lizzie 
Street, is a rare two-story adobe structure originally built around 1850, and is one of only a 
few two-story adobes in the State. The property was gifted to the City in 1995 by the Bowden 
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family.  Since 1953, the adobe house has remained 
unoccupied.  Over the course of nearly sixty years, it has 
fallen into a dire state of disrepair.  The elements have 
taken a toll on the integrity of the adobe walls and the 
adobe house has long been a target of vandalism.  
Numerous efforts have been made to protect this cultural 
resource, but with limited success.  The disrepair to the 
adobe is such that it is structurally unsound.  
 
In an effort to protect the La Loma Adobe from further 
damage and stabilize the adobe walls, Robert Vessely, a local structural engineer and a 
member of the non-profit organization, Friends of Las Casas de Adobe (FOCA), generously 
prepared stabilization plans and specifications for the La Loma Adobe at no cost to the City! 
 

Earlier this year, the stabilization consisted of installing 
structural supports through the adobe to stabilize the 
existing walls and installation of security barriers at 
building openings and around the site perimeter. This 
recent phase of work involved the painstaking process of 
disassembling and rebuilding damaged adobe walls using 
new adobe bricks obtained from Mission San Miguel.  Work 
was also done to structurally reinforce and tie a portion of 
the roof framing into the main adobe structure.  

 
Public Works coordinated the design, prepared the specifications and oversaw the 
construction of this work.  The construction for La Loma Adobe was completed by 
contractor Noble Building Company of San Luis Obispo, while Public Works Engineer, Mike 
McGuire was the Project Manager. Inspection was overseen by Community Development 
Inspector, Mark Sadowski, and Public Works Engineering Inspector, Bob Bishop. 
      
Measure Y- Higuera Storm Drain Improvements:   The Public Works Department 
recently completed the construction of the Higuera Storm Drain Improvements project. The 
project was located in the private parking lot of 3026 South Higuera Street, near the 
Higuera Street and Margarita Street intersection.  Eighty-five feet of dilapidated Corrugated 
Metal Pipe (CMP) was removed and replaced with a new Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) pipe. 

 
Prior to construction, the right-most, southbound lane of South 
Higuera Street flooded during heavy rains as a consequence of 
a missing outlet segment of pipe that connected the drainage 
inlet at 3026 South Higuera to the San Luis Obispo Creek.  
Continued deterioration of the CMP would have resulted in the 
eventual collapse of the structure and the flooding of private 
and public property. 

 
The estimated total cost for the storm drain pipe replacement and creek stabilization 
project was $83,415.96 and was funded through Measure Y funds, the half-cent sales tax 
approved by City residents. 
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Measure Y- Street Reconstruction Summer 2012:   For the last five months, Papich 
Construction, Inc. paved portions of Foothill Boulevard, Santa Rosa Street, Peach Street, 
Nipomo Street, Pacific Street, Beebee Street, Price Street and Harris Street. Over 5,362 tons 
of Asphalt concrete was used to complete this project.  
 
All utility manholes within the project limits were also upgraded to current City Standards. 
New thermoplastic roadway striping was installed and 29 curb ramps were modified to 
current American Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 

 
Routine roadway maintenance is critical to postpone more 
expensive full depth reconstruction work for significant 
periods of time. The final cost of the project was 
approximately $1,245,829 and was funded through 
Measure Y funds, the half-cent sales tax approved by City 
residents. The Project Manager was Public Works Engineer, 
Manuel Guzman, and construction management was 
overseen by Public Works Inspector, Doug Nelms. The 
project’s Contractor was Papich Construction, Inc.  

 
Completion of Summer CIP Projects:   Public Works recently completed the Bob Jones 
Bicycle Bridge, which marked the completion of projects underway during the peak May-
September summer construction season.   
 
This year’s summer Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) schedule was unprecedented; with 
Public Works Inspection staff providing oversight to 24 projects valued at approximately 
$6.8 million, including several Measure Y supported projects.  
 
Public Works Staff managed diverse construction schedules, 
including night work to minimize impact on adjacent property 
owners, to successfully complete a variety of CIP projects; 
which included utility , roadway and bike path, and building 
and creek maintenance.  The Public Works Inspection team 
included Bob Bishop, Doug Nelms, Mark Williams, Ron Faria 
and Martin Van Maanen. CIP support was provided by Public 
Works’ Tammy Hansen. 
 
 
Highland Stor m Drain Repair and Replacement Project Spec. No. 91035 :  The Public 

Works Engineering Division recently completed the 
construction of the Highland Storm Drain Repair and 
Replacement project.  This project consisted of the 
abandonment and relocation of portions of an existing 
storm drain system that ran through the 549 and 557 
Highland private properties into the public Right of Way on 
Highland Drive, Cuesta Drive and Felton Way.  A total of 
1,005 feet of new storm drain pipe was installed or existing 
pipe slip lined. 
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Prior to this improvement, an undersized and structurally deteriorated Corrugated Metal 
Pipe (CMP) storm drain system would allow high flows to runoff through private property.  
Continued deterioration of the CMP drain system would have resulted in the flooding. The 
project was funded through Measure Y funds, the half-cent sales tax approved by City 
residents. The estimated total cost for this project was $465,770.  
 
Bob Jones Bike Trail Bridge :  The Bob Jones Bike Trail Bridge, located at the intersection of 
South Higuera Street and Prado Road, was installed last month to provide safe access for 
cyclists and pedestrians between the intersection of Higuera Street and Prado Road, and the 
Bob Jones Bike Trail.  This project was partially funded through Measure Y funds, the half-cent 
sales tax approved by City residents.  
 
The former access was over the existing Prado Road 
vehicle bridge, which is a narrow structure with only 
two lanes for a high volume of vehicles as it links the 
south end of San Luis Obispo with State Highway 101.  
There is minimal space on either side of the bridge for 
cyclists and no sidewalks for pedestrians to cross the 
bridge.  Installation of connecting paved paths and the 
bicycle/pedestrian bridge provides direct access to the 
existing Bob Jones Bike Trail from the intersection of 
South Higuera Street and Prado Road. 
 
The highlight of the project was the installation of the bridge.  The prefabricated weathering 
steel bridge arrived early on the morning of December 14th in two 60-foot lengths.  It then had 
to be assembled and lifted into place with cranes on each side of San Luis Creek, carefully 
avoiding high-voltage power lines and the “Oh Great Spirit” statue.  The installation went 
flawlessly and fit perfectly over the creek. 

 
Public Works coordinated design and oversaw the 
construction of this work.  Souza Construction Inc. of San 
Luis Obispo was the general contractor for the 
construction work on the bridge. Public Works’, Mike 
McGuire, was the Project Manager and Bob Bishop the 
Public Works Inspector. Dave Rennie and Dean Johe of 
Filippin Engineering provided construction inspection 
and management for the project. 

 
Fernwood Sidewalk Replacement ɀ Project Completion:   Public Works recently 
completed the Fernwood Sidewalk Replacement construction project. The project 
consisted of the replacement of damaged curb, gutter, driveway ramps and sidewalk 
adjacent to an existing mature Shamel Ash tree whose roots had uplifted and damaged 
these concrete surfaces. 
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This location had been the subject of much discussion and 
debate as to whether or not the existing tree would need to be 
removed. In 2007 and 2008, the issue was discussed at five 
separate Tree Committee meetings. Ultimately, the Tree 
Committee’s recommendation was that the tree be removed; 
however, in 2008, the City Council approved an appeal of this 
recommendation meaning that the tree would remain. The 
appeal was brought forward by numerous residents who 

were concerned that the removal of this large tree would negatively affect the quality of the 
neighborhood on Fernwood Drive.  
 
Public Works explored several design options for repairing 
the sidewalk in a manner which would be compatible with 
the existing tree and its continued growth. Rubberized 
sidewalk panels were determined to be a suitable 
replacement material for the portion of the sidewalk 
adjacent to the tree. The panels are designed to yield with 
future root expansion, and can be easily removed and 
reinstalled to facilitate future sidewalk maintenance. 
 
This project is the City’s first project utilizing rubberized sidewalk panels. The Public 
Works Department will monitor its performance. The estimated total cost for this project 
was $14,882 and was funded by Measure Y, the half-cent sales tax approved by the City’s 
residents. The Project Manager was Public Works Engineer Dan VanBeveren, and project 
inspection was overseen by Public Works Inspector, Doug Nelms. The project Contractor 
was JJ Fisher Construction, Inc.  
 
Enhanced Listings in Parks and Recreation :  They say a picture is worth a thousand 

words, with that in mind, check out the changes to the Facilities 
section of our Parks and Recreation Department webpages.  Visit 
slocity.org/parksandrecreation/facilities.asp to find a complete 
facilities/parks list and links to reservation information.  Also 
now there is now a separate Field Conditions page, should you 
get any questions about park access especially during rainy 
season. 
                                                  

City Being Recommended for EEMP Grant.  Staff has learned that the City of San Luis 
Obispo is being recommended for a grant of $125,000 from the Statewide Environmental 
Enhancement and Mitigation Program (EEMP) to undertake a project expanding the 
riparian corridor of Prefumo Creek at the Calle Joaquin Agricultural Reserve.  This grant is 
one of four for which the City applied in October of last year, and is the first one that we 
have heard back on.  The grant awards, totaling $9,928,578 statewide, are expected to be 
formally awarded by the California Transportation Commission at their regular meeting of 
March 28-29, 2012, in San Francisco.  We are looking forward optimistically to hear about 
the other three grants, especially the $923,945 River Parkways Grant which would fund the 
bicycle and pedestrian trail along Prefumo Creek between Oceanaire Drive and Calle 
Joaquin as another component of the Agricultural Master Plan for the Calle Joaquin 

http://www.slocity.org/parksandrecreation/facilities.asp
http://www.slocity.org/parksandrecreation/conditions.asp
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Agricultural Reserve.  The EEMP grant would take effect upon signing of the contract with 
Cal Trans and staff anticipates beginning the project in the fall of 2012.  For further 
information please contact Natural Resources Manager Neil Havlik at 781-7211. 
 

 
Next City Council Meeting 

 
  Tuesday, February 7 , 2012 

Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber 

 


